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Tessa V. West
Curriculum Vitae
Department of Psychology
Phone: (212) 998-7811
New York University
Fax:  (212) 995-4966 
6 Washington Place
Email:tessa.west@nyu.edu
New York, NY  10003
Academic Appointments

2008-present
Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, New York University

Education 

Ph.D 2008  
University of Connecticut, Social Psychology

Four principles in the study of accuracy and bias in close relationships


Advisor: David A. Kenny
M. A. 2005 
University of Connecticut, Social Psychology

Understanding how strangers naturally communicate emotions


Advisor: David A. Kenny
B. A. 2003
University of California, Santa Barbara, Psychology, High Honors



Advisor: James J. Blascovich
Honors and Awards

SPSP Student Publication Award, Honorable Mention, 2008

2012 Society for Personality and Social Psychology Theoretical Innovation Prize

2012 Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues (SPSSI) Louis Kidder Early Career Award
Student Awards

National Science Foundation (NSF) Graduate Research Fellowship awarded to Chadly Stern (2012-2015)
Clara Mayo Research Grant from the Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues awarded to Chadly Stern (2012)
Grants

2009-2010: University Research ADVANCE Challenge Fund, NYU: “The Development 

of an Interpersonal Process Model of Interracial Interaction” ($14,500) (Role: PI)

2011-2012:  National Science Foundation: “How Accuracy and Interpersonal Bias Combine to Improve Interracial Interactions and Relations” ($50,000) (Role: PI)
2009, 2010, 2011: NYU University Research ADVANCE Travel Grant

Publications 
Dovidio, J. F., Gaertner, S. L., Ditlmann, R.K., & West, T. V. (in press). Intergroup Relations in 
Post-Conflict Contexts: How the Past Influences the Present (and Future). In K. J. Jonas & T. Morton (Eds.), Restoring Civil Societies: The Psychology of Intervention and Engagement Following Crisis. New York: Wiley-Blackwell.

Heyman, R. E., Lorber, M. F., Eddy, J. M., & West, T. V. (in press). Behavioral 

observation and coding. In H. T. Reis & C. M. Judd (Eds.), Handbook of Research Methods in Social and Personality Psychology (2nd ed.). New York: Cambridge University Press.

West, T. V. (in press). Repeated-measure methods with dyads. To appear in J. A. Simpson & L. 

Campbell (Ed.), The Oxford handbook of close relationships. New York: Oxford University Press. 
West, T. V., & Dovidio, J. F. (in press). Intergroup contact across time: Beyond initial contact.  
In G. Hodson & M. Hewstone (Eds.), Advances in intergroup contact.  Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell.
Dovidio, J. F., Saguy, T., West, T. V., & Gaertner, S. L. (2012). Divergent intergroup 
perspectives.  In L. A. Tropp (Ed.), The Oxford handbook of intergroup conflict (pp.158-175).  New York: Oxford University Press. 

West, T. V., Heilman, M. E., Gullet, L., Moss-Racusin, C., A., & Magee, J. C. (2012). 

Building blocks of bias: Gender composition predicts male and female group members' evaluations of each other and the group. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 48, 1209-1212. 
West, T. V. (2011). Interpersonal perception in cross-group interactions: Challenges and 

potential solutions. European Review of Social Psychology, 22, 364-401.  

Powers, S. R., Rauh, C. Buck, R., Henning, R., West, T. V. (2011). The effect of video 

feedback delay on frustration and emotion communication accuracy. Computers in Human Behavior, 27, 1651-1657. 
enn

West, T. V., & Kenny, D. A. (2011). The truth and bias model of judgment (T&B). 

Psychological Review, 118, 357-378.  
*Winner of the SPSP Theoretical Innovation Prize 
Shelton, J. N., West, T. V., & Trail, T. E. (2010). Concerns with appearing prejudiced: 

Implications for anxiety during daily interracial interactions. Group Processes and Intergroup Relations, 13, 329-344. 
Penner, L. A., Dovidio, J. F., West, T. V., Gaertner, S. L., Albrecht, T. L., Dailey, R. K., & 

Markova, T. (2010). Aversive Racism and Medical Interactions with Black Patients:  A Field Study. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology. 46, 436-440.
Kenny, D. A., & West, T. V. (2010). Similarity and agreement in self and other perception: A 

meta-analysis. Personality and Social Psychology Review. 

Shelton, J. N., Trail, T. E., West, T. V., & Bergsieker, H. (2010). From strangers to friends: 

The Interpersonal Process Model of Intimacy in Developing Interracial Friendships. Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, 27, 71-90.   

West, T. V., Pearson, A. R., Dovidio, J. F., Shelton, J. N., & Trail. T. E. (2009). Superordinate 

identity and intergroup roommate friendship development. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 45, 1266-1272.
Jost, J. T., West, T.V., & Gosling, S.D. (2009). Personality and ideology as determinants 
of candidate preferences and "Obama conversion" in the 2008 U.S. presidential election. The Dubois Review: Social Science on Race, Special issue on "The Obama Candidacy," guest edited by L.Bobo & E. Dawson.
Eaton, L., Kalichman, S. C., West, T. V., & Kenny, D. A. (2009). HIV transmission risk among HIV seroconcordant and serodiscordant couples: Dyadic processes of partner selection. AIDS and Behavior, 2, 185-195. 
Trail, T. E., Shelton, J. N., & West, T. V. (2009). Interracial roommate relationships: 

Negotiating daily interactions. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 35, 671-684. 
West, T. V., Shelton, J. N., & Trail, T. E. (2009). Relational anxiety in interracial interactions. 

Psychological Science, 20, 289-292. 

Pearson, A.R., West, T.V., Dovidio, J.F., Powers, S., Buck, R., & Henning, R. (2008). The 

fragility of intergroup relations: Divergent effects of delayed audio-visual feedback in intergroup and intragroup interactions. Psychological Science, 19, 1272-1279.
Seery, M. D., West, T. V., Weisbuch, M., & Blascovich, J. (2008). The effects of negative reflection for defensive pessimists: Dissipation or harnessing of threat? Personality and Individual Differences, 45, 515-520.  
West, T. V., Popp, D., Kenny, D. A. (2008). A guide for the estimation of gender and sexual orientation effects in dyadic data: An Actor-partner interdependence model approach. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 34, 321-336. 
Kenny, D. A., & West, T. V. Self perception as interpersonal perception (2008). In J. Wood, J. Holmes, & A. Tesser (Eds.), Self and relationships (pp. 119-138). New York: Psychology Press. 

Kenny, D. A., & West, T. V. (2007). Zero acquaintance: Definitions, statistical model, findings, and process. In J. Skowronski, & N. Ambady (Eds.), First impressions. New York: Guilford.

Kenny, D. A., West, T. V., Cillessen, A. H. N., Coie, J. D., Dodge, K. A., Hubbard, J. A., & Schwartz, D. (2007). Accuracy in the judgment of aggressiveness. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 33, 1225-1236. 

Kenny, D. A., West, T. V., Malloy, T., & Albright, L. (2006). Componential analysis of interpersonal perception data. Personality and Social Psychology Review, 10, 282-294.  

Cillessen, A. H. N., Jiang, X. L., West, T. V., & Laszkowski, D. K. (2005). Predictors of dyadic friendship quality in adolescence. International Journal for the Study of Behavioral Development, 29, 165-172. 
Manuscripts under review 
* indicate a student author 

West, T. V., Stern*, C., & Schoenthaller, A. (under contract). The many meanings of bias in interpersonal perception. Social and Personality Psychology Compass. 
*Dutra, S. J., Impett​, .E, Oveis, C. West, T. V., Kogan, A., Keltner, D., & Gruber, J. (under 
review).  Mania Symptoms and Emotion Communication in Romantic Couples. Revisions requested at Motivation and Emotion. 
*Stern, C., & West, T. V. (under review). Circumventing anxiety during interpersonal encounters to promote interest in contact: An implementation intention approach. Revisions requested at Journal of Experimental Social Psychology. 
*Stern, C., West, T. V., Jost, J. T., & Rule, N. O. (under review). The politics of gaydar:

Ideological differences in the use of gendered cues in categorizing sexual orientation. 

West, T. V., Magee, J. C., *Gullett, L., & *Gordon, S. H. (under review). Bringing Cross-Race Interactions Closer: A Little Similarity Goes a Long Way. Revisions requested at the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology. 
West, T. V.., Dovidio, J. F., & Pearson, A. R. (under review). Perceived Anxiety and the 

Misperception of Relationship Interest for Intergroup Roommates. 

West, T. V., Pearson, A. R., Dovidio, J. D., Johnson, B. T. J., & Phills, C. E. (under review). The 

dynamic meaning of race: racial phenotyping, racial attitudes, and support for Obama during the 2008 presidential election. Revisions requested at Political Psychology.
West, T. V., Pearson, A. R., & *Stern, C. (under review). Anxiety appraisal in intergroup interaction: When situational explanations backfire.
Conference Presentations

* indicates student 
*Stern, C., Jost, J. T., West, T. V., & Rule, N. O. (2012). Real or imagined agreement? Conservatives perceive greater consensus within their ranks than do liberals. Paper presented at the 35th Annual Meeting of the International Society of Political Psychology, Chicago, IL.
*Stern, C., West, T. V., Jost, J. T., & Rule, N. O. (2012). Conservative gaydar: Ideology and the perception of sexual orientation. Paper presented at the 35th Annual Meeting of the International Society of Political Psychology, Chicago, IL.
*Gullet, L., West, T. V., Moss-Racusin, C. A., Heilman, M. E., & Magee, J. C. (2012).  Contagious stereotypes: Penalizing men and women for membership in predominantly female groups. Poster presented at the Group Processes and Intergroup Relations Preconference to the 13th Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Diego, CA.

*Gullett, L. & West, T. V. (2012). To trust or be trusted? The effect of trust expectations on intraracial and  interracial coordination. Poster presented at the 13th Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Diego, CA.
*Stern, C., West, T. V., Magee, J. C. (2012). Power is in the eye of the beholder: 
Commonality mindsets promote perceptions that racial minorities hold power in diverse groups. Poster presented at the 13th Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Diego, CA.

 

*Stern, C., West, T. V. (2012). The influence of commonality in power discrepant 
groups. Poster presented at the Political Psychology Preconference at the 13th Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, San Diego, CA.

West, T. V., & Magee, J. C. (2011). The smoothing effects of perceived similarity on cross-race 
communication and coordination. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP), San Antonio, TX, Co-chair. 

*Dutra, S. J., Gruber, J., West, T., Oveis, C., Impett, E., Kogan, A., & Keltner, D. (2011). Can my happiness be bad for you? Mania symptoms and emotion communication in romantic couples. Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP), San Antonio, Texas. 
West, T. V., Pearson, A. R., & Dovidio, J. D. (2010). Why contact does not always work 

as well as it should: Who (or what) is to blame? Presented at the annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology and Sponsored by the SPSP Diversity Committee, Las Vegas, NV. Co-chair. 

West, T. V., & Kenny, D. A. (2010). A new approach to studying accuracy and bias in person 

perception: The T&B model. Presented at the annual Intergroup Pre-Conference for Society for Experimental and Social Psychology, Minneapolis, MN. 
West, T. V. (2010). Tensions misperceived: The anxiety attribution error in intergroup 

interaction. Presented at the annual Society for Experimental and Social Psychology conference, Minneapolis, MN. 

West, T. V., Pearson, A. R., & Dovidio, J. D. (2009). Superordinate identity and 

intergroup roommate friendship development. Presented at the Intergroup Pre-conference at the annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Tampa, FL. 

West, T. V. (2009). Relational anxiety in interracial interactions. Presented at the annual 

conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Tampa, FL. 


West, T. V. (2008). Development of college roommate relationships across time. Presented at the annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Albuquerque, NM. West, co-chair.   

West, T. V., Kenny, D. A. (2008). Self-enhancement of metaperception? Presented at the Self pre-conference of the annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Albuquerque, NM.   
West, T. V., Kenny, D. A., & Shelton, J. N. (2008). Concerns with acting prejudiced: Tow diary studies of inter-racial roommates. Presented at the International Association of Relationship Research Conference, Providence, RI. 
Dovidio, J. F., West, T. V., Pearson, A., R. Gaertner, S. L., & Kawakami, K. (2007). Racial prejudice and interracial interaction: Anxiety, rapport, nonverbal behavior, and intergroup inferences. Presented at the annual conference of the Society for Experimental Social Psychology, Chicago, IL. 

West, T. V., & Kenny, D. A. (2007). Examining dyadic effects in diary data: Inter and intra-ethnic dyads. Presented as the annual conference of the Society for Experimental Social Psychology, Chicago, IL. 

Shelton, J. N., Trail, T., & West, T. V. (2007). Becoming acquainted: Daily interracial interactions. Presented as the annual conference of the Society for Experimental Social Psychology, Chicago, IL. 

Légaré, F., LeBlanc, A., West, T. V., O’Connor, A.M., & Kenny, D A.(2007). Dyadic data analysis in the context of shared decision making:  Concepts, challenges, and perspectives.  Poster presented at the Fourth International Shared Decision Making Conference in diverse health care systems: Translating research into practice, in Freiburg, Germany. 

Dovidio, J. F., Pearson, A., West, T. V., Sibicky, M., Kawakami, K., & Gaertner, S. L. (2006). Subtle stigmatization: Exploring the nature of ambivalence toward persons with mental illness. Talk presented at the annual conference of American Psychological Science, New York, NY.  

West, T. V., & Kenny, D. A. (2006). Testing the Social Relations Model via structural equation modeling. Talk presented at the annual Conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Memphis, TN. West, chair. 

Pearson, A., West, T. V., Renfro, S., Buck, R., Dovidio, J. F., Ferris, J. F., Henning, R. A., & Christian, R. R. (2006). “Live via satellite”: The Impact of Disrupted Communication on Inter- and Intra-racial Person Perception. Poster presented at the annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, Memphis, TN. 

Kenny, D., West, T., & Popp, D. A. (2005).  What men (gay and straight) and women (lesbian and straight) want?  Invited presentation, Relationships Pre-conference, annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, New Orleans, LA.
West, T., V., & Kenny, D. A. (2005). Lying to the ones we love: The functional nature of altruistic dishonesty in romantic relationships. Poster presented at the annual conference of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology, New Orleans, LA.

Invited Talks

New York University, Dept. of Psychology (September, 2008; November, 2011)

Columbia University, Dept. of Psychology (October, 2008)

Princeton University, Dept. of Psychology (October, 2008)

New York University, Scholars Lecture Series (February, 2010)

University of Massachusetts, Dept. of Psychology (March, 2010)
Yale University, Dept. of Psychology (October, 2010)

Rutgers University, Dept. of Psychology (October, 2010)

Columbia Business School (October, 2011)

Stanford Graduate School of Business (November, 2011)

Professional Service
Editorial boards: 

2009-present  
Social Psychological & Personality Science

2012-present  Journal of Experimental Social Psychology
Ad hoc reviewer: 

Health Education and Behavior

Journal of Clinical Child and Adolescent Psychology

Journal of Personality & Social Psychology  

Personal Relationships

Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin

Psychological Science

Group Dynamics

European Journal of Social Psychology

European Review of Social Psychology 
Service and Training
Expert Workshop in Dyadic Data Analysis, Co-instructed with David Kenny. Department of Psychology, University of Connecticut, Storrs (June of 2007, 2009, 2010, 2012)

Expert Workshop in the Social Relations Model, Co-instructed with David Kenny. Department Psychology, University of Connecticut, Storrs (June of 2004, 2005)

Expert Workshop in Structural Equation Modeling, Co-instructed with Donald Edmondson. Department of Psychology, Yale University (June, 2008)
Summer Institute in Social Psychology (SISP). Co-instructed with Judith Hall, Accuracy in Judgments of Personality and Social Relationships (July 2011) 

Expert Workshop in Multilevel Modeling, Department of Psychology, Yale University (January, 2012). 

Quantitative Consulting: 

Examining Mediation in Dyadic Analysis using Structural Equation Modeling, 2007
Richard Slatcher, Department of Psychology, University of Texas, Austin. Project examined dyadic- and group-level processes using structural equation modeling.  

Longitudinal Analysis of Daily Diary Data, 2007
Steven Armeli, Department of Psychology, Farleigh Dickinson University, and Howard Tennen, University of Connecticut Health Center.  Projects examine between- and within-person predictors of alcohol use over time.
Dyadic Analysis of Same-sex Friendships, 2007
Rachel Novosel, Department of Psychology, University of Connecticut. Project examined moderators of perceived closeness among same-sex friendship dyads. 

Comparing Self to Other-Perception Using Structural Equation Modeling, 2007

Elaine Boucher, Department of Psychology, Queen's University in Kingston, Ontario, Canada. Project examined the degree to which causal uncertainty moderated components of perception across the Big Five, using a structural equation modeling approach to testing the Social Relations Model. 

Dyadic Longitudinal Data Analysis of Couples Data, 2006

Richard Heyman, Department of Psychology, Stony Brook University. Project examined longitudinal and experimentally manipulated predictors on relational outcomes for married couples during recorded interactions. 

Linear and Nonlinear Longitudinal Data Analysis of Bone Density Loss, 2004-2005

Jasminka Ilish-Ernst, School of Allied Health, University of Connecticut. Project examined bone loss among post-menopausal women using linear and non-linear growth curve modeling. 

Teaching at NYU

2008-2012

Social Psychology (Undergraduate)
2009, 2011
Person Perception in Dyads and Groups (Graduate)
2009, 2012
Structural Equation Modeling (Graduate)
2011-2012

Close Relationships (Undergraduate)

Academic Service

Admissions Committee NYU, 2009, 2011 
SPSP Committee for Poster Evaluations, 2010
SPSP Graduate Student Travel Award Committee, 2012

